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My aim, while I was involved in the anarchist movement, as I hope 
I've shown by some of the above examples, was (after my early 
youthful involvement) to drag working-class political activists out 
of the anarchist mire. I hoped to shift the directionless anarchists into direct 
contact with the working class. 

Similarly, the aim of this work is not to dispirit working-class 
activists. My intention is to share my experiences of my decade within the 
anarchist movement, and explain why my enthusiasm eventually wore off. I 
also try to explain why I think the anarchist movement is the shambles that 
it is, and why I no longer believe anarchism is a revolutionary practice. My 
real intention is to encourage working-class anarchists to question why they 
are involved in such a movement, and to inspire them to seek other ways of 
taking part in the class struggle. After all, you can only set up so many 
anarchist groups and centres before it becomes clear that what you are 
doing is pointless, can't you? 

The anarchist movement is rubbish, and it can never be anything 
else, no matter how many times some people try to launch new initiatives 
that are meant to breath fresh life into it. Smash Hits is just 'New Class War' 
in a time of New Labour - a time of nonsectarian 'open discussion'. I've seen 
it all before. But it's not just because the majority of people involved in it are 
either middle-class wasters or middle-class politicos. Anarchism itself does 
not provide ideological answers to the needs or the working class. We need 
to escape from the mentality of the "revolutionary" and start looking at 
working-class reality, without the hindrance of middle-class involvement. 

I've met some brilliant people during my involvement in the anarchist 
movement. Some are lifelong friends, and some are still in the anarchist 
movement. They should get out, but I do know how difficult that is. 
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While I've been writing this work, I thought it would be useful to 
check out more recent anarchist propaganda. Who knows, it 
might have got better in the years that I've not been involved. I 
needn't have bothered though. Green Anarchist for one have gone more 
batty than ever Surely it's a only a matter of time before they are in one 
kind of cell or another. Of the others, there is nothing in the publications of 
the ACF, Class War or any other group that makes me think that anything 
positive is starting to emerge out of them. 

Out of politeness more than anything else, a couple of people have, 
over the years told me that they are setting up an "anarchist centre" or 
"organising a conference in Bradford". It all amounts to nothing, because the 
same people turn up talking the same bollocks. There are variations on 
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